
From the Principal’s Office 

Welcome back to school for the fourth and final term of 

2018. It is hard to believe that the academic school year has 

nearly come to an end. On Friday 12 October, our school cele-

brated the Grade 12 Graduation for our 2018 graduates. We are so 

proud of these young people who we had the privilege to see grow up 

before our eyes. 

 
 Many schools host a matric farewell and invite the matric learners and their part-

ners to the evening. At EPS, we recognise that we are in a partnership with our learn-

ers’ parents. The EPS Grade 12 Graduation is a celebration of what God has done for 

our learners during their educational journey. Each graduate may invite those people who 

have contributed to this journey to celebrate the evening with them. Parents, siblings, grand-

parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, special friends and spiritual leaders are always present at our 

graduation celebrations. A special highlight of the evening is the PowerPoint presentation which 

tells the story of our graduates’ lives in photos. Our graduates also present a speech on the even-

ing. The two teachers that graduates always mention in the speech are their Grade 1 teacher who 

taught them to read and the Mathematics teacher who got them through high school Maths. Mrs. Van 

Niekerk and Mrs Gravett always feel like superheroes on the evening. Our graduates stand confidently 

in a room with over a hundred people and boldly acknowledge the role that their parents have played 

in their journey. They recognise the sacrifices that have been made for them to be at this point in their 

lives. Thank you to all the families that celebrated this special evening with us. 

 
It was during the month of October that we launched our final fundraiser for this year. The fundraiser 

will take the form of a raffle. Learners will sell tickets for R20 per ticket. Each person that buys a ticket 

stands a chance to win the prize of a R5000 gift voucher for the Vaal Mall. I am sure that this is a prize 

that every family in the school would hope to win just before the Christmas holidays. Please remember 

that the cut-off date is Friday 9 November. All forms and money need to be returned to school by that 

date to be eligible for the prize. The draw will take place at our termly awards assembly on Tuesday 27 

November. We look forward to announcing the winner and giving that person an early Christmas pre-

sent. 

 
As we are almost at the end of the year, we look back and acknowledge how God has guided us, 

shielded us, protected us and sustained us in 2018. 

 
“For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favour and honour; no good thing 
does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.” Psalm 84:11 



Learning is fun  

We are so excited to be in the 4th term for the year. The 

learners are getting ready academically to go to the next 

grade and are working hard. We give all praise to God for be-

ing with us throughout this year. Pila Ledwaba often reminds 

us that Emmanuel means God is with us. This reminds me of 

the Scripture in 3 John 1:4 “I have no greater joy than to hear 

my children walking in the truth”.  

This term is very short, but packed with great school events 

still to take place. The learners are practicing for the school 

concert that will take place on the 23rd of November at One 

Way Community Church at 9:00 a.m.  

 

 

Outside fun 

Now that the cold is finally leaving us, we can have lots of 

fun outside. The learners enjoy playing with the water toys and playing in the sand pit.  

 

Grade R Music lesson 

Grade RR learning shapes  



 

 

All Africa Student Convention 
This year I attended my 4

th
 AASC and I can honest-

ly say that it was my best yet! I made lots of new 

friends from all over, including the people of Den-

mark and Mauritius. I entered six events, placed 5, 

got three medals and three ISC nominations. I 

placed 5
th
 for Table Tennis, 7

th
 for colour photog-

raphy: scenic, 3
rd

 for 4 x 100m relay, 3
rd

 for Volley-

Vaal West Table Tennis 
On the 18

th
 of October all table tennis players 

who qualified for Vaal West attended the Vaal 

West Table Tennis competition at Three Rivers 

Christian Academy. Upon arriving we practiced 

as much as we could before all the schools 

started coming. Finally, it was time to play and 

whoever had to play needed to report to their 

stations. It was a tough and fast competition 

and there were so many great players, but the 

Lord helped us and we were able to play suc-

cessfully. Although some of us lost, there were 

many great wins from our school. I loved how 

each of us were supporting one another when-

ever we played a match. It’s stuff like this that 

makes me look forward to table tennis each 

and every year! 

Bonolo Kgosietsile Gr. 8 

 
This year’s Vaal West Table Tennis Tourna-

ment was great. The games were difficult and 

we had to focus. We did very well though.  

Ntando and I came first in our age group. Six of 

us who went to Vaal West have qualified to go 

through SACSSA. We trained hard for this tour-

nament and at the end it all paid off! Next, we 

will win at SACSSA. 

Diewan van Heerden Gr. 10 

 
At Table Tennis it was fun in the morning. I 

practised against another school. Then the 

matches started. I lost my first match and sec-

ond match but the third match I won because 

the competitor did not show up. My last match I 

lost because I tried to do a spin but the ball hit 

the net. 

Oratiloe Rafube Gr. 5 



 great. It was just amazing being in the presence of 

the Lord in such a great environment.  

My first AASC was a huge success. It surpassed all 

my expectations and I’m looking forward to the next 

one and to ISC. 

Rethabile Masooa Gr. 8 

 
In the first week of October, it was finally time for us 

to attend the All Africa Student Convention in 

ball and 1
st
 for soccer kick. From these plac-

ings, I received my ISC nominations for Table 

Tennis, 4 x 100m relay and soccer kick. AASC 

always lives up to the expectations I have for it, 

and even though I keep telling myself “This is 

my last convention” I always find myself want-

ing to go again. So AASC, I’ll see you in 2019! 

Luke Webber Gr. 12 

 
During the Term 3 school holidays, some of the 

high school students attended the All Africa 

Student Convention in Bloemfontein. It was my 

first time going and it was amazing. I always 

heard the older students say it’s an experience 

of a lifetime, but I didn’t think I’d have such a 

life – changing week.  

We met such amazing people, made new 

friends, learned new things about other provinc-

es and countries and had wonderful encounters 

with God. The people there are all so lovely 

and kind. It didn’t feel like we were there to 

compete at all, and even when we did, it was 

such friendly competition. Everyone there was 

so talented and did really good in their events. 

Our school also did very well this year. We had 

many students in the top three and we also re-

ceived several ISC nominations. My favourite 

part of the convention was the Evening rallies. 

Every night we’d go to Kovsies church and just 

have a great time of worship and messages 

from the Word being shared. The speakers 

were really inspiring and the band was beyond 



 perience and not over stressing. At the AASC, I met 

people from all over Africa and Denmark! I met 

some old friends and made some new friends. I 

particularly found friendship with the group from 

Namibia, as they were so friendly and welcoming. 

Along with them came many other friendships that I 

am thankful for. The evening rallies were amazing 

as well! This is a time where we gather and worship 

God. We also dive into His Word and learn a bit 

about ourselves. We have amazing speakers, pas-

tors and preachers sharing encouraging, yet chal-

lenging messages God has placed on their hearts. 

Convention is an amazing experience that I’ve en-

joyed time after time! It truly is a week that lasts a 

lifetime! 

Nomfaneleko Hlasho Gr. 10 

 
I had a great time during this holiday as I competed 

in the AASC in Bloemfontein. The AASC week is 

really amazing. You meet new people from all over 

Africa and make a lot of new friends. I participated 

in Volleyball, One Act Play, Preaching and 4 x 

100m relay. I received third place in these events 

and second for One Act Play. My highlight was re-

ally getting an ISC nomination for preaching. I felt 

like God was rewarding me for all the hard work 

Bloemfontein. We had been working hard all 

year to practice and prepare well for conven-

tion. It was now time for us to go and partici-

pate and to do our best. The problem is that 

EPS has built a reputation at convention so 

there is a bit more pressure on us to do well. 

There is always the fear that we won’t do as 

well as we did at the previous convention, but it 

seems like we didn’t have to worry. EPS struck 

again. We all did very well in all of our events 

and we received multiple nominations for the 

International Student Convention in America. 

We also received many placings. The EPS uni-

form became a regular on that convention 

stage. I am really proud to have represented 

EPS at the AASC. 

Ntando Malindi Gr. 12 

 
From the 30

th
 of September to the 5

th
 of Octo-

ber, I, along with some off my fellow class-

mates, attended the All Africa Student Conven-

tion (AASC). This was my third AASC, so I 

knew what I was in for, an amazing experi-

ence!! Throughout this week, I presented my 

events to the judges. My events included a vo-

cal solo, a mixed vocal duet, a one act play and 

volleyball. I had been preparing for this all year, 

so I had committed myself to enjoying the ex-



 This convention was by far my best one and I can’t 

wait to go again. 

Arthur Kalenga Gr. 9 

 
My first AASC experience was incredible. I never 

thought I would enjoy it as much as I did. The 

events I took were Power point presentation, pho-

tography: scenic, volleyball, long jump and the 4 x 

100m relay.  

All my events were on the last two days, so I had a 

lot of free time. I met a lot of new people and made 

a lot of new friends. When Wednesday came, we 

got ready for Volleyball, after which we watched 

Ntando’s Table Tennis match. Our first match was-

n’t great, but we got better over time and we ended 

up coming third.  

Then the next day was Athletics day and we started 

with long jump. There were forty of us so we each 

waited for what felt like an hour between jumps. My 

first jump was awful; it was 4.13 meters. My second 

was a little better at 4.56 meters and my third jump 

was 5.13 meters. With my last jump I got into the 

Top eight and an ISC nomination. My last jump in 

the finals was 5.29 meters and it placed me in 7
th
 

place. After a while we had our relay in which we 

came third and achieved an ISC nomination. At the 

end of it all I left with two bronze medals and a lot 

of new friends. 

Kgosi Mashigo Gr. 8 

 
All Africa Student Convention was a breath-taking 

and wonderful experience. Usually the older guys 

and girls who went to AASC before us, would tell us 

that Convention is the best thing you could ever ex-

perience. At first it sounded like they were just say-

ing that for the sake of saying it, but as we were 

getting closer to Convention I realized that it was 

that was put into it, and I’m very grateful for 

that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



the many ways you can use your gifts to glorify 

Him. I think my highlight of Convention would be 

learning something new about myself and others 

and experiencing what it feels like to be in such a 

wonderful environment. 

Bonolo Kgosietsile Gr. 8 

Poem about Abortion 
Why did you do this to me? 

Why didn’t you just let me be? 

I did nothing wrong 

For you to send me away with a death song 

I had as many hopes and dreams 

To face challenges and mix food with creams 

I thought that my achievements would make you 

proud 

But you wanted my time to run out 

My Father had made me one of a kind 

I was to be glorified in Him as His child 

I was to be His son, a light 

But you just couldn’t let that happen, right? 

It’s okay though, because you didn’t surprise Him 

For He has already orchestrated your future into a 

melodic hymn 

He already knew that you would take this road 

going to be the best week of my life. When we 

arrived at the school and saw other kids regis-

tering, I got excited and I couldn’t believe that I 

was actually at AASC. The days where we had 

to perform were getting closer and that’s when 

the nerves started to kick in. What was calming 

about being at AASC was the fact that we could 

watch other people do their best and showcase 

their beautiful talents. That was very inspiring 

and encouraging. It’s really a blessing to see 



carry on. When you get a high mark after dancing it 

feels amazing, because you know you worked hard 

for it and that you deserved it. This year I qualified 

for Croatia! This motivates me to work harder. I 

love dancing because it makes me happy and it 

motivates me to work harder. Hard work always 

pays!  

Bhule Malindi Gr. 7 
 

My Holiday 
I had a nice holiday. My brother came for a sleepo-

ver. We went to Emerald and we were there the 

whole day swimming and playing games. My fa-

vourite sports there were golf and basketball. I 

played golf with my brother and I won. He had 

twenty-eight and I had forty-eight.  I played basket-

ball with my Granny and I scored one-hundred-and-

sixty-six and she only had six points. After that we 

went to the Animal World and we saw lemurs’, hye-

nas, lions, flamingo’s, springbok, wildebeest and 

leopards. Then we went back home and played x-

box. 

Owami Cindi Gr. 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 12 Graduation 
On the 12

th
 of October, I had my matric farewell. It 

was amazing, yet kind of terrifying because it all of 

a sudden hit me that I am about to finish school. I 

couldn’t wrap my head around it. Nonetheless, it 

was an amazing experience. It was great to reflect 

back on my school career and see how I have 

grown over the many years that I have been in the 

school. It was great to see how proud my friends, 

family and teachers were of how I have grown and 

what I have accomplished. We ate nice food, had a 

So he called me to come to Him in our secret, 

original code 

I want to let you know that I am happy here 

There’s no anxiety, worry, lust or fear 

I also forgive you for what you did 

I guess you were really scared and you were 

still a kid 

My Father says that He forgives you too 

Why He is showing you grace, I have no clue 

But I know that the most important reason is 

that He loves you 

Even after all the things you’ve done, and all 

the things you still will do 

I can’t wait for the day when I see you again 

The day when our connection we shall regain 

And we shall be together for eternity 

Our love shall grow forever, yes forever, literal-

ly! 

Karabo Gcaka Gr. 11 
 

My Life as a Dancer 
My life as a dancer is nice, but sometimes it 

gets very stressful. I dance every day of the 

week except on Sundays and I sometimes like 

it. The reason I say I sometimes like it is be-

cause when I dance I can be free, I can ex-

press myself and it makes me feel alive. I really 

enjoy dancing because it is fun and I can be  

myself. The thing that I don’t like about dancing 

 every day is that sometimes my body would  

hurt a lot from the previous day and I would be 

tired but I can’t miss dance class because then 

I will be behind with dances. Another reason 

why I don’t like dancing every day is that I don’t 

get a lot of time to do my homework so then I 

have to wake up earlier to finish it. Even though 

dancing gets busy I still love it. 

 I enjoy doing dance competitions because you 

can see all your hard work pay off and even if 

you don’t do well it teaches you to work harder. 

Dance competitions are fun because you can 

see your other friends from other studios, you 

watch all the other dances and you can com-

pete. When I am about to dance I get a little bit 

nervous, but as soon as I step onto the stage I 

get excited and I feel like there’s nothing hold-

ing me back because I dance to express, not to 

impress. When I dance I always try to do my 

very best to get a high mark because before 

the competition I had to go to a lot of extra clas-

ses and when I felt like falling down I had to 



the stress to lighting the string on a stick of dyna-

mite and the event itself being an extravagant ex-

plosion of beauty, sentiment and cheerful reminis-

cence. 

When I reflect on that night, I think of how it is one 

thing to have been happy because it was my spe-

cial day, but the cherry on top was seeing those 

who were there to celebrate myself and my fellow 

graduates, share in the joy and excitement with us. 

I believe the night was made extraordinary special 

by all the love that was in the room. The love ex-

pressed in the speeches, the love expressed in the 

prayers, the love expressed in the proud looks on 

our families’ and teachers’ faces. Most importantly, 

the love expressed by God in making it a success-

ful evening. The intimacy of the whole event shown 

in the relationships we share with our teachers 

made me appreciate one more time, the school that 

raised me. 

To Ntando and Luke, my fellow graduates: God 

knew what He was doing when He brought us to 

this school, and He knows what He’s doing con-

cerning the rest of our lives, because Emmanuel- 

God is INDEED with us. 

Thabiso Senkhane 

Gr.12 

great message and we watched a slideshow of 

pictures from when we were babies until now. 

We also gave speeches. Ntando spoke for 

what seemed forever, but was hilarious. Thabi-

so had an unfair advantage over myself and 

Ntando, because she is a very good writer and 

practised her speech a lot, because it seemed 

to be perfect. And I was so nervous that I forgot 

what I wanted to say, but we all had a good 

laugh about it. If there’s anything more I can 

say, it would be to thank everyone who made 

my matric farewell special, and thank you Em-

manuel for all the wonderful memories! 

Luke Webber 

Gr.12 
 

There are some events you attend and enjoy, 

but you never think that one day you will be the 

star. I could never imagine going to mý gradua-

tion, but I did. The night had finally come where 

it would be my turn to dress up and say a grad-

uation speech. I had an absolutely amazing 

night! It was filled with so much joy. I am espe-

cially glad that I got to spend it with the people I 

love. School has been a long journey, but a 

great journey. I would not trade my experience 

for anything. If I could turn back the clock and 

try again, I would do it the same way. Emmanu-

el Private School has been a great home, and it 

will be always my home. 

A big thank you to every sin-

gle person who played a part 

in my school experience. 

This is not good-bye. 

Ntando Malindi 

Gr. 12 
 

Twelve years of schooling 

and I’m proud to announce 

that I got to experience the 

highlight of the matric year- 

my matric farewell. Please, 

save the applause for later! 

My night was spectacular! Pri-

or to the event, of course, 

came a somewhat thrilling 

stress of getting things ready- 

dress, hair, make-up- all the 

ladies reading this, you catch 

my drift! As I said, however, it 

was a thrill. One could liken 



 
 

Learner of the month October 

Ryan Thornhill, Kingsway 

Ryan is a very cheerful and considerate little boy. He loves to help 

his teachers and participates in group activities with great enthusi-

asm. Ryan has grown in his Christian character this year and strives 

to set an example for his friends.  

  



Learner of the month October 

Oratilwe Teffo Grade 3 

She is a hard working young lady. She is efficient and purposeful 
in the way she works. She always has a positive attitude in class. 
She is responsible and is always respectful towards the teachers. 

She is a Star! 

 

 



Learner of the month October 

Tebogo Mabuza Grade 9 

Tebogo Junior Mabuza came to EPS in the second term of 2018. Being new at the system, 

facing new challenges and having to form new friendships, he did not only manage it all, but 

did all of this with his charming smile and an admiring positive attitude. 

 
Tebogo was immediately accepted among the Cedars and proved to be a good, caring and 

loyal friend. His approach towards the staff was that of utmost respect and appreciation. His 

good manners are another outstanding quality. Although he initially battled to get familiar 

with the ACE system, he persevered and is still not shy to ask for help when needed. 

Tebogo surely is an asset to our school, being a godly young man, handling difficulties - both 

on personal and academic level - with dependence on God's guidance. 

 
We are proud of you, Tebogo! 


